March 16, 2011

history and special education teacher at
Molokai High School in my district. Mr.
Ornellas’s students are in Washington this
week for the Close Up Washington Civic Edu-
cation Program. The Close Up Foundation is
presenting Mr. Ornellas with an award for his
dedication to the program over many years.

| visited Molokai High School in 2008 for a
discussion on teacher effectiveness. The
group’s participants shared their views that an
effective teacher is one who is experienced,
“helps you understand,” and “makes it fun.”
Mr. Ornellas helped organize his Close Up
students to raise funds for the trip by writing
fundraising letters and selling plate lunches
and food at the Molokai Hoe race. His stu-
dents have even been blogging about their trip
on the school website! For getting his students
so excited to learn about our nation’s history
first-hand, | would definitely call Mr. Ornellas
an effective teacher.

Mr. Omellas is a strong supporter of this
program, which gives students a first-hand ex-
perience with democracy in our nation’s cap-
ital. Using the Close Up curriculum—tied to
state history standards—Mr. Ornellas helps his
students understand how our democracy
works and inspires them to become more ac-
tive in their school and community.

Over 95 percent of the program’s 500,000
participants have reported that the program
helped them better understand their roles as
citizens.

| salute Mr. Ornellas for his dedication to
providing a well-rounded civic education for
his students. | am presenting him with a flag
that flew over the U.S. Capitol in his honor.

Congratulations to Mr. Ornellas and the
many students he has helped influence over
the years.

———
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to pay tribute to a very special oc-
casion today—the 150th anniversary of the Mt.
Moriah Baptist Church in Delta, Alabama.

The first mention of Mt. Moriah Baptist
Church was on October 21, 1859. Mt. Moriah
along with eight other churches met and orga-
nized what was then called the Boiling Springs
Association.

According to Baptist Archives, Mt. Moriah
Baptist Church was established by 1860. The
First pastor was Hiram J. Hickey, First Deacon
ordained was John Garrett and First Clerk was
Eli Frost.

On May 3, 1890, church minutes state the
previous conference minutes were destroyed
by fire and could not be read. On September
1, 1890, membership consisted of 37 men and
65 women. Total funds were $2.85, but Amaz-
ing Grace could still be heard through the
church doors despite the hardships endured.

The church has been in three associations
of the Southern Baptist Conference for a total
of 150 years. When the Boiling Springs Asso-
ciation dissolved in October of 1898, after con-
vening for 39 years, each church was granted
a letter to join the Calhoun, Cleburne or
Coosa River Association.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

One month later 10 churches met at Ramah
(now known as Delta Baptist Church) for the
purpose of forming the Clay Association which
Mt. Moriah became a part of. Association
records show the Clay Association was found-
ed on November 25, 1898. Mt. Moriah was
recognized as one of two churches that were
chartered founders of the Clay Association
and were honored at the association meeting
for the 100th Anniversary of the Founding of
the Clay County Baptist Association in 1998.
When the Clay and Carey Association voted
to break joint partnership Mt. Moriah became
part of the Carey Association.

The present church was erected in 1957.
Mr. Earnest R. Clarke, Sr. and Mrs. Irene
Sprayberry Daughterty have been members of
Mt. Moriah for over 75 years. Since 1957 the
church has gone through several remodeling
projects and has added a fellowship hall.

| congratulate Mt. Moriah Baptist Church on
their 150th anniversary and wish their con-
gregation the best.

———
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Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to pay tribute to our nation’s Area Health Edu-
cation Centers (AHEC) as we commemorate
National AHEC week.

As a member of the House Appropriations
Committee, | have strongly supported the ex-
pansion of the AHEC program, which was cre-
ated by Congress in 1971 to recruit, train and
retain a health professions workforce. Today,
there are 56 AHEC programs with more than
235 centers that operate in almost every state
and the District of Columbia.

The first Florida AHEC program was started
in 1985 at NOVA Southeastern University Col-
lege of Osteopathic Medicine. Florida now has
5 program offices with 10 area health centers
working in all 67 of the state’s counties. These
centers house 600 full-time healthcare profes-
sionals and provide more than 1.2 million
hours of care to the people of Florida. They
also work with over 2,000 medical, dental,
nursing, and other health professions stu-
dents.

The AHEC program addresses the imbal-
ances in our healthcare system and inequities
in access to and quality of healthcare. Nearly
8,000 AHEC community based training sites
are located in underserved areas, including
3,500 in designated health professions short-
age areas, training a workforce committed to
serving underserved populations. This is ac-
complished by forming academic and commu-
nity partnerships that link the resources of
academic health centers with the needs of the
communities.

AHEC has continually exceeded the Health
Resources Services Administration’s perform-
ance measure targets in terms of the percent-
age of program participants who are underrep-
resented minorities and from disadvantaged
backgrounds; the proportion of participants
that train in medically underserved commu-
nities; and the percentage of health profes-
sionals entering practice in underserved areas.

Mr. Speaker, it is my hope that our col-
leagues will join us in celebrating the goals
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and ideals of the AHEC program as well as its
immeasurable contributions to the advance-
ment of healthcare in our most underserved
communities. Thank you to all the AHEC pro-
fessionals for a job well done.

———
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the late Major Robert Camina for
his dedication and contributions to the United
States Army and the Army Texas National
Guard.

Major Camina started his military career on
November 10, 1939 in San Antonio, Texas.
He joined with the Mechanized Group Troop
of the 124th Cavalry of the 56th Cavalry Bri-
gade. Major Camina originally joined to ride
horses, but when WWII broke he was given
overseas orders and his unit became the last
Cavalry Regiment to be dismounted. During
his tour in the China-Burma-India Theatre,
Major Camina served as a M.G. Squad Lead-
er and fought alongside 1st Lieutenant Jack L.
Knight, who received the Congressional Medal
of Honor. For his service in the tour, Major
Camina received the Bronze Star Medal and
the Combat Infantry Badge.

After the war, Major Camina was discharged
from military service, but rejoined in the Army
Texas National Guard for 1 year. After Major
Camina’s military term, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture hired him for the next 5 years to
aid in their campaign to eradicate Hoof and
Mouth Disease from Mexico. Later, Major
Camina returned to Brownsville, Texas and
joined the A/112th Armored Cavalry Regiment.
He served in the 112th until the 49th Armored
Division was activated into Federal Service by
President Kennedy due to the Berlin Crisis. In
1966, Major Camina served as a Mess Stew-
ard for the next 15 years. In 1981, Major
Camina retired from the Army Texas National
Guard and was commissioned as a Captain in
the Texas State Guard. He served as Com-
pany Commander, S-3 and S—4 in the 304th
Military Police Battalion in Brownsville, Texas.
He retired on October 29, 1989—almost 50
years to the date of his enlistment of the
Texas National Guard.

During his time in military service, Major
Camina was a highly decorated soldier. The
Major received the Bronze Star, Combat Infan-
try Badge, Army Commendation Medal, Texas
Outstanding Medal, Meritorious Service Medal,
Texas Faithful Service Medal and the Texas
State Guard Service Medal. He also received
many awards as a Mess Steward and helped
his company win the Eisenhower Trophy
twice.

Military service runs in his family, as four of
his brothers also served in military branches.
Armando Camina served in the United States
Army, was considered for up to six Congres-
sional Medals of Honor, and received a silver
medal. Tino Camina served in the United
States Navy and Ernest Camino served in the
Air Force. Major Camina and his brothers
fought for the United States and served to pro-
tect this great nation.
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